	Schuylkill puts 6 on AP all-state basketball team 
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	Success breeds success. 
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That mantra can easily be applied to the type of basketball played by the girls of the Schuylkill League.

Monday, that success was recognized with six area players being named to The Associated Press All-State Team.

Tamaqua’s Erika Barron and Marian’s Jody Searfoss were named first-team members of the Class AAA and Class A teams, respectively. 

Pine Grove’s Lacie Becher and Nativity’s Angela Altemose were named to the second team in Class AA and Class A, respectively.

Third-team selections included Blue Mountain’s Kelli McIntyre in Class AAA and Nativity’s Samantha Jansson in Class A.

Nativity coach George Forney, who led the Golden Girls to the PIAA Class A state championship over Conemaugh Valley, was named the Class A Coach of the Year.

“That’s great,” Nativity’s Forney said when notified of the selections. 

“It just goes to show you how special the type of basketball played here in the Schuylkill League is. Those six girls are fantastic players and it’s great to have two selections from Nativity.

“I know that (being named coach of the year) was because of the people around me. (Assistant coaches) Frank (Popeck), Amy (Stankavage), Meggi (Rothermel) and my son Scott. With the combination of having great kids, this honor doesn’t happen.”

Barron was notified of her selection just before she ran the 100 meters in a track meet against Blue Mountain on Monday afternoon.

She was puzzled about why she was being congratulated.

“I had no idea what was going on,” said Barron, who averaged 27.3 points per game this year.

“It all began last summer. I played basketball from morning to night and worked on my entire game. I just went out and did the best I could during the season. It really is an honor.”

While Barron was having a banner season, scoring 25 points or more on most nights, Marian’s Searfoss was quietly making a name for herself, too.

Though she didn’t put up big scoring numbers, her overall game was at its best every time she stepped on the floor.

“I never thought that I’d be selected,” Searfoss said from her Still Creek home Monday night. 

“We beat some quality teams this year and got another Schuylkill League title for coach (Paul) Brutto. 

“Though we came up short in the District 11 championship and in the Eastern final against Nativity, it was a great year. 

“To be named to this team is very exciting and it’s an honor.”

Tamaqua coach Joe Berezwick called the six-player selection an “awesome achievement.”

“The league is what it is,” Berezwick said. “Our players are as good as any of the players throughout the state. 

“There are some leagues that have 10-15 teams in them, but only have one or two that are really good. In the Schuylkill League, we have at least 10-15 quality teams that on any given night can beat another team.

“Though there may not be a lot of Division I scholarship players, there are girls in this league who just go out and play the game.” 


