TAMAQUA AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES

The following guidelines apply to all athletic programs in the Tamaqua Area School District.  This Code of Conduct is to be regarded as rules governing the conduct of student-athletes.  Head coaches will have additional rules pertaining to their respective sport.

Behavior:
Participation in any athletic program is a privilege, not a right, afforded to the students in the Tamaqua Area School District.  Good behavior is, and will continue to be, rewarded for those who show common courtesy, follow established rules and regulations, use appropriate language, cooperate, show self-discipline, and demonstrate integrity.

Students who are assigned to the In-School Suspension (ISS) room are not eligible to participate in athletic activities the day(s) assigned unless approval is given by the Assistant Principal and/or Principal.  Any additional consequences will be at the discretion of the head coach.

Students on Out of School Suspension (OSS) are not eligible for participation while on suspension.  They are also not to be in attendance at a practice or contest.

Attendance:
Students are expected to be in attendance each day at the beginning of the school day.  If a student is absent the day of an event he/she will be ineligible to participate in practice or events that day.  Exceptions include doctors/dentist appointments, college visitation, school related functions, family emergency, funeral or pre-approval by a school administrator.  Any early dismissal that is non-medical or not pre-approved by a school administrator will result in the participant being ineligible to participate in practice or events that day.

Students tardy for school MUST REPORT TO SCHOOL BY 8:30 a.m. to be eligible for participation in athletic activities.  If the student does not have a legal excuse and/or pre-approval for being tardy he/she will not be allow to participate for that day.  This is to be checked every day by the head coach.

Academic Eligibility:
Academics are a vital part of the educational experience and should be placed as the highest priority during the school years.  Students must adhere to the district academic policies to be eligible to participate in extra-curricular activities.

The Tamaqua Area School District follows the PIAA regulations for eligibility for all extra-curricular activities.  These standards require each student to be passing four credits or the equivalent at all times.  Eligibility is checked weekly.  If a student is not passing four credits, he/she will be ineligible for a period of one week (Monday to Sunday).

Grades are also checked following each marking period.  If a student is not passing four credits at the end of the marking period, the student will be ineligible for the first 15 school days of the next marking period.  Final grades are also checked at the conclusion of the school year.  If a student is not passing four credits at the end of the school year, that student will be ineligible for the first 15 school days of the next school year.

A student who is ineligible may participate in practice, but may not participate (or dress in uniform) in interscholastic athletic events.

Drug and Alcohol Policy:
The philosophy of the school district does not condone the use of any of the following substances at any time; however, the rules which have been established will be in effect from the first day of fall sports until the final day of spring sports. 


1.  The usage of tobacco in any way is prohibited at all times.


   Violation:



1st Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will not be allowed to participate in the immediate following day of practice/game, but must attend that practice. 



2nd Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be suspended from practice/game and/or competition for three consecutive days and will not be permitted to attend practice and/or a competition on those days; Student must be referred to SAP.



3rd Offense:  Dismissal from team.


2.  The possession and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages and the possession, usage or dealing of drugs are prohibited at all times.


  Violation:



1st Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student must enroll in a rehabilitation program before returning; Student will be suspended from the activity for 15 consecutive practice or game days, must attend but can NOT participate.



2nd Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be dismissed from the team.



3rd Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be suspended from all athletic    activities for a period of one year from the date of the third offense.

Also refer to the newly adopted Drug Testing policy for consequences in coordination with this policy.


3.  The use of anabolic steroids or any other illegal performance enhancing drug by any student involved in any school-related activity shall be prohibited at all times.



1st Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be suspended from participating in school activities for the remainder of the school year.



2nd Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be suspended from participating in school activities for the remainder of the school year and the following school year.



3rd Offense:  Parents will be contacted; Student will be permanently suspended from participating in school activities.

When a coach has reason to believe a student has committed a drug or alcohol infraction, the coach should immediately call the parents; then meet with the athletic director, principal or assistant principal to inform them of the evidence.  Student-athletes may request for a hearing regarding a drug and alcohol violation and it will be held as soon as possible following the violation.

Physical Examinations:

According to Article V, Section 1 of the PIAA by laws, no student shall be eligible to represent the student’s school in an inter-school practice, scrimmage, or contest unless the student has participated in a pre-participation physical evaluation performed by a licensed physician of medicine or osteopathic medicine, a physician assistant certified, a certified registered nurse practitioner, or a school nurse practitioner before the student’s first practice in that sport, and the physician, physician assistant certified, certified registered nurse practitioner, or school nurse practitioner has signed the appropriate physical form. 
Before the student’s first practice in each subsequent sport in the same school year, the student’s parent/guardian shall fill out Section 5:  PIAA Re-Certification by Parent/Guardian of the physical form prior to the student’s first practice in the next athletic season.

Should a student-athlete get injured in a prior sport in the school year, that student-athlete must be re-evaluated by their family physician prior to participating in another sport and fill out Section 6:  PIAA Comprehensive Pre-Participation Physical Re-Evaluation And Re-Certification By Authorized Medical Examiner of the physical form.  
Physicals examinations will be provided by the school district several times during the summer months.  A minimal charge will be required prior to receiving the physical.  The cost of and the schedule for the physicals will be publicized in a timely manner.  Should a student fail to receive a physical during this time frame, a physical must be obtained by the student at their own convenience and cost.

Transportation:
Any athlete transported to an event must return home with the team unless the parents of the student shall be transporting them home and the coach agrees to allow them to go.  Disembarkment forms are available in the main office for student-athletes to use when choosing not to utilizing school district provided transportation.  This needs to be filled out and turned in to the head coach.

Injury Notification:
The Tamaqua Area School District has a full-time certified athletic trainer (ATC).  When an injury occurs the student-athlete should see the ATC as necessary.  The ATC is not a doctor, he/she can only recommend when necessary.  If a student-athlete needs to see a doctor following an injury, be sure the ATC is knowledgeable of a diagnosis.  If a student-athlete sees a doctor, a release from the doctor is necessary in order to return to participation in extra-curricular activities.  A parental release/note is not acceptable to return to participation if a doctor was seen.

It is also important for the student-athlete to come in to the main office to fill out an insurance medical form immediately following an injury when it was necessary to see a doctor.  Please also see the Informed Consent Statement at the end of this packet.

Chain of Command:
Please note the appropriate chain of command for parents when dealing with issues in extra-curricular activities.  In this order:  Head Coach, Athletic Director, Principal, Superintendent.  If necessary, after the appropriate chain of command was followed, a parent may choose to meet with the Board of Education.  This must be done in writing to the Superintendent of Schools.

TASD Web Site:
The Tamaqua Area School District has an athletic website.  I would encourage you to visit it frequently to access any information you may need regarding the athletic programs.  At this time, the website is:

www.tamaqua.k12.pa.us

Care of School Equipment and its return:
Please respect and take care of the athletic equipment the school district provides.  The student-athlete is expected to return all equipment handed out immediately following the conclusion of the season to the head coach.  If equipment is not returned, a bill to replace the equipment will be sent to the parent/guardian.  In addition, the students report card and/or diploma will be held.
Team Rules and Regulations:

1.  Practices and Games are mandatory.



Violation for missing practices/games will be at the discretion of the head coach.


2.  Ejection or dismissal from a game.



Per the PIAA by-laws a student-athlete and/or coach who is ejected from a contest will be ineligible for participation/coaching from the immediately following next game at that level.  Other disciplinary action will be at the discretion of the head coach.


3.  Insubordination.



All student-athletes are expected to respect all members of the administration, the coaching staff, faculty and all school district employees.  Disciplinary action will be at the discretion of the head coach. 


When to Speak to a Coach (Parents):
The appropriate time to speak to a head coach or a member of the coaching staff is prior to or following a practice.  Never is it appropriate to speak to a coach immediately prior to or following a contest unless it is an emergency.  Parental conferences, when necessary, could be arranged with the coach through the athletic director’s office.  Items such as playing time and coaching strategies are coaching matters and not appropriate items for grievances with the school district administration.

Earning a Varsity Letter:
Earning a varsity letter will be at the discretion of the head coach.  Each coach has a specific criteria for earning a varsity letter, which is provided prior to the start of the season.
Informed Consent Statement:
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome your son/daughter to another year of inter-scholastic athletic competition at the Tamaqua Area School District.  I am anticipating a successful and rewarding season for both you and your son/daughter.

Prior to the start of an athletic season, there are a few items that I thought should be brought to your attention, which were included throughout this packet.  Additionally, there are items which parents think about, but hope will never happen.  Athletic injuries do occur, even though all possible precautions may be taken.

Today, more than ever, we as a society have become very legally-oriented.  In public education, we attempt to avoid negligence and possible legal action by taking certain precautionary steps.

Before asking you as a parent/guardian to complete the form on the next page, I will explain why the following has become necessary.

In legal terms relative to education, there is a term which relates directly to high school athletics and athletic injuries.  The term “informed consent” is a legal requirement that parents of athletes be notified of the potential risks involved while participating in athletics.  The courts have established that the burden of proof lies with a school district requiring a district to show evidence that parents and athletes were warned of potential injury prior to the start of an athletic season.

WARNING:
Please be informed that your son/daughter faces the risk of injury while taking part in athletic competition for the Tamaqua Area School District.  Injury incurred may be minor, but there is always the risk of a lifelong impairment or even death.

CODE OF CONDUCT

Signature of Acceptance

I have read the Tamaqua Area School District’s Code of Conduct for all athletic activities.  I understand the rules and all the information provided in this document; I understand the consequences of not following the rules, and as a member of the Tamaqua Area School District I am willing to abide by these rules.

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
Today’s Date






Student-athlete’s Name (Print)

Today’s Date






Parent/Guardian Name (Print)

Student-athlete’s Signature




Parent/Guardian’s Signature







